The Frast School of Music is honared o award its Disinguished Aumnos
Awvard For 2004 to Michael Kovins, farmer president of 2] 54,
He was ons of the first graduates fom the University of Miami with a
Bachelar of Music degre-e []':;'FGI with an Emphuﬁis in music businesss.
After graduating, Mike began his carser in the music indusiry at Sam Ash,
first in the educational depﬂrh'nenrand then in their HempsEﬂd, L.:ing
lsland store. In 1973, he joined Takhin Instuments where he was involved
in satting up the first nationally distribuied cural\:ng far music educatars.
Upan leaving Tekehin in 1976, Miks went to wark at M. Hchner, Inc.,
hirad I:r-J-' then vice pre-sidenr aof 5E||E'5, JDE Bradau IKDrg LISAS cumrent vice
Elre-si:lenrcvf market and sales| o ron their Crf-Schulwark Division., When
shnar decided to move 1o Ri:hmnnd. "-"irginin:l, Mike went fo work at
Unic.:ien‘::il in ]'G'EEI:;” When Korg US4 was Ff:nil;'lde? ||']||::j].;'?'8qf-| Mike then
crEsumed r sibiliies as essculive vice icent. In 15%4 he was
fo pras i:lenﬁrchwins earnzd his MBA irll:lf"la:lrkeﬁng fram Lo |5||:|nal.l‘:'rr":m:|
Unimersir:,-';"':."-"‘-". Fost. He was a Qenercls supprter of the Frost School of
Music, having donated electionic instuments o many membsrs of the faculky
and for one of the keg,-bnurd laks in the Muosic Techndcg:,-‘ Canter.

Kowins sarved as presidenr of the Inlematicnal Asscciation of Electronic KE":.-'I:EEII‘C' Manufachursrs, a board
member of the &merican Music Cenference, founder and executive commiltee membsr of the Technolegy Instilute
for Music Educators, member of the board of Five Towns Cdlege. ane of the first commercial board membsrs of
the Intermational Music Freducts Asse<iation, and membsr of the Music Educakars Maficnal Confersncs Advisary
Council. He received the Gal Clef award from Barkles ':dlege of Mosic for lifetime commitment o music 2du-
cation and the Julia E. Crane Intfemational Medallion for liffime achisvement in the Music Freducts Industry from
SURY Potsdam.  In the MEnI-thE vears that Kaovins was at Knrg LI54 the COMpEany grew mons than 500 in

sales and became of the country's largest suppliers of slecionic musical instruments fo retailers and major artists.

W regret to report that Michael L. Kovins passed away an May 2, 20048 at Memcrial Slearketering
Hn:xspih:ﬂ in Manhattan, Mew Yok afer a |n:r|g Eatle with levksmia. He is survived I:r-J-' hiz wife of 22 Wears,
Katherine, wha faught music education for awver thirky years in the Syosset School District.



